‘Altered Images’ Exhibition

A unique multi-sensory exhibition is currently on display at Ballina's Civic Office, Arran Place - the temporary home of Ballina Arts Centre.


‘Altered Images’ is a body of art arising from previous work by Damien O’Connor, Disability Arts Co-ordinator, Mayo County Council. It encapsulates various art forms and comprises of work from the collections of South Tipperary County Council, Mayo County Council and the Irish Museum of Modern Art.


Accessible, interactive and inclusive in ethos, the exhibition aims to stimulate engagement with the visual arts for the general pubic and particularly for disabled people.

The exhibition’s multi-dimensional approach includes several original pieces of art alongside raised relief interpretations and audio descriptions of the work. 


Upon officially opening the event on Thursday last, August 13th, Patrick T Murphy, Director of the Royal Hibernian Academy, described this type of exhibition as the “way of the future”. He praised the event's achievements in terms of examining and challenging our perceptions of the ‘normality of body’. He also highlighted the fact that the tactile artworks on display open up the field of play that we often forget to engage in as we become older, something which hugely enriches the gallery experience.


The artist behind the interpretative relief models on display, Loz Simpson, echoed these sentiments and expressed the gratification he felt from knowing disabled and non-disabled people and adults and children alike could enjoy the artwork in their own way.


He felt one of the exhibition's main achievements was its ability to enable visually-impaired and deaf people to formulate their own understanding of the artwork without having to rely on someone else’s description – a process which he described as empowering.


Pádraig Naughton, Director of Arts and Disability Ireland, described his elation at seeing the finished pieces and said that the exhibition raises the expectations of the audience and assists in setting standards for a wider more inclusive approach to access in the future.


Since it first opened to the public in the County Museum in Clonmel, Tipperary,

1,500 people have visited the exhibition and Anne McCarthy, Arts Officer, Mayo County

Council, said she hopes as wide an audience as possible get to experience this “thought 

provoking” and “hugely enriching” event in Ballina.


An audio CD and Braille version of the large-print exhibition catalogue are available on request, as are sign language tours of the exhibition.
‘Altered Images’ runs at the Ballina Civic Office from August 14th – September 
30th, prior to its relocation to IMMA in Dublin.

 
For further information, visit www.ballinaartscentre.com or www.alteredimages.ie.
